Gonzales- Barcena et al., 1997 ) the name luteinizing hormoneBecause I led a team that was the first to isolate LH-RH in the pure state, determine its structure, synthesise it, and carry releasing hormone and the abbreviation LH-RH were allowed. The terminology of gonadotrophin releasing hormone versus out original physiological and collaborative clinical studies, I believe that I should be allowed to express my views about luteinizing hormone releasing hormone for the analogues of LH-RH has been the subject of my various articles and Letters its nomenclature. Although we were the first to propose the name gonadotrophin-releasing hormone, abbreviated to GnRH to the Editors for the past years (Schally et al., 1971a (Schally et al., , 1972 Schally and McCann, 1995; Schally, 1999a) . The name in 1971 (Schally et al., 1971a,d) , much confusion is caused by this abbreviation for those also working on GH-RH analogues. lulliliberin proposed by IUPAC (International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry) was not accepted by the Endocrine Thus, I again recommend that the abbreviation GnRH should be discontinued, at least for the analogues, and LH-RH be Society and is not used.
As you know, in 1971 my laboratory was the first to used instead, as it already is by many investigators. Because this proposal may not be accepted by many of those working accomplish the isolation, elucidation of structure and synthesis of hypothalamic LH-RH, winning the race with other groups in this field, who like convenient abbreviations, at least an option should be given to those who are purists at heart to use (Baba et al., 1971; Matsuo et al., 1971a,b; Schally et al., 1971a,b,c,d,e,f) . Because both natural LH-RH and synthetic the nomenclature based on LH-RH. decapeptide corresponding to its structure possessed major FSH-releasing as well as LH-releasing activity, we put forward gland (Schally et al., 1971d) . The expression gonadotrophin releasing hormone (Schally et al., 1971a) , which was kindly 1972; Schally, 1999a,b which many agnostic and antagonistic analogues already exist 421-430. Reissmann, Th., Diedrich, K., Comaru-Schally, A.M. and Schally, A.V. (1994) (Schally and Varga, 1999) . GH-RH and its analogues are of Introduction of LH-RH-antagonists into the treatment of gynaecological great importance in many areas of endocrinology and may disorders. Hum. Reprod., 9, [767] [768] also be involved in reproductive medicine (Bagnato et al., Reissmann, Th., Felberbaum, R., Diedrich, K. et al. (1995) Development and applications of luteinizing hormone-releasing hormone antagonists in the 1992; Ciampani et al., 1992; Schally and Varga, 1999) . Thus, treatment of infertility. Hum. Reprod., 10, 1974 Reprod., 10, -1981 it has been demonstrated that endogenous GH-RH enhances tumour inhibitors (Schally and Varga, 1999) . The abbreviation Schally, A.V., Arimura, A., Kastin, A.J. et al. (1971d) Gonadotropin-releasing GnRH is creating confusion not only in discussion but also hormone: one polypeptide regulates secretion of luteinizing and folliclestimulating hormones. Science, 173, 1036-1038. in the literature and might even lead to accidents. A few years Schally, A.V., Kastin, A.J. and Arimura, A. (1971e) Hypothalamic FSH and ago, the Food and Drug Administration sent a memorandum LH-regulating hormones, structure, physiology, and clinical studies. Fertil. meaning LH-RH or GnRH, but they wrote GH-RH. As a GnRH may prove troublesome because it is too similar to Chem., 246, [7230] [7231] [7232] [7233] [7234] [7235] [7236] GH-RH (Schally et al., 1972) and would lead to a communica- tion failure to clearly distinguish between these two hormones.
